NEW RELEASE DATE

The Next Generation Melvyl Pilot is now targeted to go live on Monday, May 19, rather than April 28, to allow UC and OCLC a few more weeks to address a system integration challenge.

Why the delay?

Over the last month, OCLC and the UC task groups that worked on the initial building of WCL have tested all the versions of the catalog.  The Implementation Team reported issues that arose in testing to OCLC.   Some issues identified were bugs which OCLC has fixed; some were resolved by changes the UC libraries made in the way our WorldCat Local catalogs were set up; and some have been documented as “known problems” for the pilot release.

In this last week, we have tested the last fixes that OCLC has released and have identified some puzzling performance anomalies in connecting to some of the local systems.  The Executive Team has decided that we should understand and address these anomalies before we release to our users.  Though we know that this is a pilot and will evolve and improve over time, we want the system to be as good as it can be at release and we want to be able to understand and describe any remaining issues that our users will experience. 

We’ve already announced the April 28 date.  What do we tell our users?

We suggest that you announce the new target date and say that final testing is taking a little longer than anticipated. We want the system to be as reliable and stable as possible when we release it to our users.  
What will this mean for user assessment?

The pilot will still be launched in the Spring and we will still do initial usability testing in May as originally planned, at UC Berkeley and UC Irvine.   In the Fall, we will gather additional user feedback.

When can the Library staff see the new sites?

We will be able to share the interim URLs with Library staff on the original target release date, April 28.   

For more information on the pilot, visit http://libraries.universityofcalifornia.edu/about/uc_oclc.html
Use the Feedback button on this page for questions or comments. 

