UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
SYSTEMWIDE LIBRARY AND SCHOLARLY INFORMATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION

BACKGROUND

The broad and timely communication of the results of scholarship is essential to the education
and research missions of the University of California. There are currently significant
dysfunctions in scholarly communication systems that threaten the dissemination of scholarship
and may hinder, reduce, or prevent its role in scholarly inquiry and its impact on societal
progress. This crisis of access and impact is due primarily to thexfact that the current economic
model that supports scholarly communication is incontroverttbly ubsustainable. Unless costs are
reduced or fundamentally redistributed, researchers, whegher they<reside in universities, private

of becoming ineffective and inefficient, with resulti or lost opportunities to contribute
to subsequent scholarship and societal progress.

experiences a significapt’ impa 3is tK
1 tio to take a Igadership position to address it.

ifornia.edu/responses/escholarship.html), which facilitates

innovation aﬁ%t;@ orfs experimentation in the production and dissemination of scholarship.

e The UC Press (http:// wwwl.ucpress.edu), which offers online editions of journals and
monographs and is actiy€ly developing and experimenting with alternative publications and
business models, often conducted through partnership with the eScholarship program.

e The Academic Council’s Special Committee on Scholarly Communication
(http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/senate/committees/council/scsc/), with a wide-ranging
charge to investigate and make recommendations on academic issues related to the existing
crisis and alternative strategies.

e A library-based program (http://libraries.universityofcalifornia.edu/scholarly/), grounded in
the latest UC Libraries’ strategic plan (http://libraries.universityofcalifornia.edu/planning/),
that aims to ensure alignment of UC library practice with scholarly communication program
goals and provide a support infrastructure for faculty.

¢ An administrative organization, the Office of Scholarly Communication
(http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/responses/osc.html), that will support, coordinate and
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otherwise facilitate internal partnerships among the UC libraries, faculty, and administration
and, where appropriate, in concert with entities outside UC.

Owing to the importance, complexity and urgency of the issues involved, and the wide range of
UC stakeholders with (potentially divergent) interests in their solution, these initiatives can
benefit from high-level oversight from a group that is both knowledgeable about the subjects and
representative of the constituencies involved. SLASIAC, as the University’s senior advisory
council on libraries and scholarly communication, is charged to “advise the University on ...
strategies that will enhance and facilitate the transmission of scholarly and scientific
communication in a digital environment” (http://www.slp.ucop.edu/consultation/slasiac/
charge.html), and is therefore the logical body to oversee these efforts and advise the Provost,
senior management, and the Academic Council in this area. xegver, particularly during the
launch phase of these initiatives, it may be desirable to havg/4an adyisory body that a) can meet
more frequently than the regular SLASIAC meeting sch
currently represented on the SLASIAC membership.

The SLASIAC Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Scholar phication is charged to review the
University’s initiatives in scholarly copamunication ahd

no later than SLASIA pring 2005 meeting, currently scheduled for March 10, 2005.

The Ad Hoc Committeg is appointed by the Chair of SLASIAC, shall consist of 7-9 members,
and shall include representation from:

e UC Faculty (including, for example, a representative from the Senate’s Special Committee
on Scholarly Communication, the Academic Council)

Campus senior administration (e.g. Executive Vice Chancellors)

University Librarians

Research Vice Chancellors

Assistant/Associate Vice Chancellors for Academic Personnel

The UC Standing Committee on Copyright

In addition, the following serve as ex-officio members of the Committee:
e University Librarian and Associate Vice Provost for Scholarly Information
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e Director of the UC Press

At least one member of SLASIAC shall serve on the Ad Hoc Committee, and the Chair of
SLASIAC will select a Chair from the SLASIAC members serving on the Ad Hoc Committee.

The Co-Directors of the Office of Scholarly Communication will provide staft support to the

Committee.
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